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1.   00-0246, Reasons for removal of the FINALIZE method




2.   00-0247, Reasons to keep the FINALIZE method …




3.   00-0307, J4 Meeting 224 draft minutes




4.   00-0113, FINALIZE method

5.   00-0217, Answer to the LB comments on finalizer

6.   Letter ballot comments on finalizer:

Ballot failed:
Yes - 5 (1 with comments), No - 7





Ballots with comments:


00-0115 - member ballot (Nelson)






00-0118 - member ballot (Reimann) - NO






00-0119 - member ballot (Mehta) - NO






00-0120 - member ballot (Wallace) - NO






00-0121 - member ballot (Takagi) - NO






00-0123 - member ballot (Klein) - NO






00-0124 - member ballot (Schricker) - NO






00-0127 - member ballot (Spiro) - NO

J4 has voted to 

recommend to WG4 that a subdivision of the COBOL work item be initiated immediately for a technical report on finalizer and associated object-oriented language elements.

The record of finalizer discussion in the J4 meeting 224 minutes does not reflect sufficient detail for others to understand the issues affecting J4's vote.  The lack of detail can be misleading to anyone preparing for discussion at WG4 using the referenced papers.  This document records my understanding of the discussion.  

The main sentiment was that it is premature to standardize the finalize method, with different people expressing different reasons.  Some of the views, without attribution:

· Other languages, such as Java, are still having problems with finalizers.  If we standardize now, we may get some things wrong.

· If we standardize now, we may be picking a direction that is not consistent with where other O-O languages are going.

· A finalize method should be part of a complete picture of where the O-O class library is going, including an automatic initialize method.

· We should explore making finalize a regular method that can be invoked either by the system or by the user.

· There are issues like determining whether finalize is a method.

· If we get something wrong, a technical report is more easily changed.

Mr. Schricker's paper 00-0247 presents reasons to have the FINALIZE method in the draft standard.  

Others who attended the J4 meeting are invited to submit their own papers if their perceptions of the discussion are different or if they can add things I may have forgotten.

The referenced documents can be found on the J4 web site at http://people.ne.mediaone.net/doncobol/index.html
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